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CONFIDENTIAL GEORGETOWN 1432 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, GY 

SUBJECT: CLERICAL UNION STRIKE AFFECTS COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS 
MASS MEDIA 

REF: GEORGETOWN 1401 

1 . THE CLERICAL AND COMMERCIAL WORKERS UNION (CCWU) 

24-HOUR STRIKE (REFTEL) ON THURSDAY, MAY 4, CLOSED DOWN 
LARGER RETAIL STORES IN GEORGETOWN AND NEW AMSTERDAM. 

SMALLER, FAMILY-OWNED SHOPS WERE NOT AFFECTED. THE STRIKE 
CURTAILED RADIO BROADCASTING, HALTED BUS SERVICE IN THE 
CAPITAL, AND COMMERCIAL TELEGRAM FACILTIES, AND THREATENED 
TO STOP PUBLICATION OF THE TWO DAILY, GOVERNMENT-OWNED NEWS- 
PAPERS. SERVICE IN THE LARGER HOTELS IN GEORGETOWN WAS ALSO 
DISRUPTED. 

2. NO INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS AT TIMERHI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
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HAVE BEEN CANCELLED. MANAGERIAL PERSONNEL OF THE COMMERCIAL 
AIRLINES PLAN TO STAND-IN FOR STRIKING GROUND CREWS, AND 
THE CONTROL TOWER IS MANNED BY A BRITISH FIRM. 

3. SIGNIFICANTLY, ONE FOURTH OF THE 6,000 STRONG GUYMINE 
WORK FORCE ALSO STRUCK THE LINDEN BAUXITE MINING 
FACILITY IN SYMPATHY WITH THE CCWU. 
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4. CCWU MEMBERS, SUPPORTERS AND ONLOOKERS TOTALLING PER- 
HAPS 500 PERSONS DEMONSTRATED DURING MORNING IN FRONT OF 
GUYANA STORES, THE LARGEST LOCAL RETAIL ESTABLISHMENT, 

WITH PLACARDS DENOUNCING CHRONIC SHORTAGES AND OTHER 
ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES AND THE DEATH OF A SEVENTY-ONE YEAR 
OLD PENSIONER WHO DIED IN A SOAP QUEUE THERE LAST WEEK. 

NO VIOLENCE WAS REPORTED. 

5. THE GUYANESE GOVERNMENT, THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF INFOR- 
MATION, HAS DEPLORED THE STRIKE AS LIKELY TO WORSEN THE 
DISTRIBUTION PROBLEMS TO WHICH THE STRIKERS ARE OBJECTING. 
MAY 3 PRESS QUOTED SPOKESMAN FOR MINISTRY OF LABOR AS 
SAYING STRIKE AIM OF DISRUPTING THE ECONOMY OF THE COUNTRY 
AND CRITICIZING THOSE WHO WOULD USE "EXISTING CONDITIONS" 

FOR THEIR SHORT TERM GAIN AND TO EMBARRASS THE GOVERNMENT. 
EMBOFFS HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT PRESIDENT CHUNG, WHOSE RESPONSI- 
BILITIES ARE ALMOST COMPLETE TITULAR, CALLED IN PEOPLE'S 
PROGRESSIVE PARTY OPPOSITION LEADER JAGAN AND ACTING PRIME 
MINISTER REID FOR INDIVIDUAL TALKS THIS MORNING, BUT THE 
CONTENT OF THE CONVERSATIONS ARE NOT KNOWN. 

6. THE PRESS OF MAY 3 VERY INCONSPICUOUSLY REPORTED IN 

A STORY ON PRIME MINISTER BURNHAM S CURRENT TRIP TO THE 
USSR, NORTH KOREA, EAST GERMANY, AND THE UK THAT THE 
PRIME MINISTER WOULD ATTEND MEETINGS OF GUYANESE CITIZENS 
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IN LONDON ON MAY 6 AND 7, WHICH IS THE FIRST PUBLIC INFOR 
MATION THAT HE WOULD NOT BE RETURNING TO GUYANA ON MAY 5 
AS ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED. 

7. EMBASSY COMMENT AND ASSESSMENT OF THE STRIKE WILL 
FOLLOW TOMORROW. 

BURKE 
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